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     For many, the Korean War, a three-year fight against the spread of communism in 
Eastern Asia, is referred to as the "Forgotten War,” but not in South Dakota. 
     “Let us collectively remember and honor our Korean War heroes who gave their all 
to protect the freedoms that we hold dear,” said Greg Whitlock, Secretary of the South 
Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs. “They faced difficult circumstances and 
demonstrated incredible bravery and determination seemingly against all odds.” 
     The Korean War began June 25, 1950, when thousands of North Korean soldiers in-
vaded South Korea. Fighting did 
not cease until July 27, 1953, when 
the Korean Armistice Agreement 
was signed, separating North and 
South Korea and allowing the re-
turn of prisoners. A peace treaty 
was never signed. 
     The Forgotten War is believed 
to have been one of the most de-
structive modern conflicts, claim-
ing about three million war fatali-
ties. 
     South Dakota deployed over 26,000 service members and 174 of them died in that 
effort.    
     “Let us ensure that future generations remember and honor the pride and dedica-
tion of those who served, the legacy they continued, and the freedom they pre-
served,” said Whitlock. 
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VA’s VocAtionAl 

rehabilitation and 

employment service 

signals transformation 

through readiness 
     The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E)service 
announced it’s changing its name to Veteran Readiness and Employment Service to better reflect the 
needs of veterans.  

     The new name, which includes readiness, is more in line with what service members and veterans al-

ready understand from their military service.  

     “The new name puts an emphasis on the veteran and the department’s mission to help them reach 

their employment goals,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “The service will also maintain the VR&E abbre-

viation allowing it to remain identifiable.”  

     The process of renaming 

the program began with a 

comprehensive Human-

Centered Design (HCD) re-

search effort to better un-

derstand the program’s 

strengths, pain points and 

opportunities to increase 

program awareness and 

enhance the delivery of 

VR&E services. Data collec-

tion activities and infor-

mation sessions were held with veterans, service members, VR&E employees and veterans service officers 

at the various stages of the HCD research process. VR&E learned that confusion and stigma around the for-

mer program name deterred some potential program participants from seeking services.  
     VR&E provides benefits and services that enable transitioning service members and veterans 
with service-connected disabilities and an employment barrier, to prepare for, obtain and maintain suita-
ble employment, and to the maximum extent possible, achieve independence in daily living.  
 

https://www.va.gov/careers-employment/vocational-rehabilitation
https://www.va.gov/disability/
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Veterans housing 

rehabilitation and 

modification pilot 

program 
     HUD, in partnership with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, announces $9.4 Million in grant fund-
ing to modify or rehabilitate eligible veterans' primary residences. Eligible applicants for the Veterans Hous-
ing Rehabilitation and Modification Pilot Program are nonprofit organizations that provide nationwide or 
statewide programs that primarily serve veterans or low-income individuals. 
     For more information, view the NOFA on Grants.gov.  
     For more information, contact HUD’s Office of Rural Housing and Economic Development – Jovette 
Gadson at 877-787-2526 or jovette.g.gadson@hud.gov. 
     The Rural Gateway provides technical assistance, trainings, and peer learning and resource sharing to 
support rural housing and economic development.  
     Closing Date for Applications: August 18, 2020. 

Barrel house day of giving 

to benefit Midwest honor 

flight 

     Monday, August 24, 2020, has been selected as the “Barrel House Day of Giv-
ing.”  Barrel House will donate ten percent of total sales for the day to Midwest 
Honor Flight to support veterans on their missions.         
     The Barrel House is located in Sioux Falls, SD at 4701 East 54th Street.   

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=327754&utm_source=HUD+Exchange+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=b4e5aabc4a-VHRMP-Program-NOFA-2020_6%2F19%2F2020&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f32b935a5f-b4e5aabc4a-19597526
mailto:jovette.g.gadson@hud.gov
https://hudexchange.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=87d7c8afc03ba69ee70d865b9&id=02171b51e7&e=743e88bccb
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     Veterans in South Dakota will have access to improved education benefits beginning July 1 thanks to the 
passage of House Bill 1069 during the 2020 legislative session.  
     “Many skills military service members acquire translate well into the technical trades,” said Greg Whit-
lock, Secretary of the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs. “HB 1069 helps veterans continue their 
education, tuition free, at one of South Dakota’s technical colleges.” 
     Veterans wishing to use this benefit are encouraged to visit with the technical colleges school certifying 
officials.      
     Additional law changes include lowering the threshold requirements for disabled veterans’ participation 
in special group pheasant hunts from 40% service-connected or higher to 20% service-connected and high-
er.  
     Also, as part of an 
ongoing red tape 
review, the South 
Dakota Veterans 
Commission was de-
termined archaic 
and all statutes per-
taining to the Com-
mission were re-
pealed. 
     “Now, more than 
ever, we need to 
keep our sleeves 
rolled up and work 
collectively to en-
sure our veterans 
have a successful 
journey as they tran-
sition into civilian 
life,” said Whitlock. “South Dakota has a legacy of supporting those who have sacrificed and served our 
country. We are proud of this history and the partners that have shared in our success.” 
     Whitlock encourages veterans to contact their local county or tribal veterans service officers or the 
South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs office (605-773-3269) to learn more about these changes and 
their benefits. 

NEW LAWS TO BENEFIT SOUTH 

DAKOTA VETERANS 
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     The vintage singing trio, “The Beverly Belles,” will perform in concert in Sioux Falls at the third annual 
Midwest Honor Flight Hangar Dance!  Dance lessons, cash bar, silent auction, and great entertainment!  Get 
your tickets soon because you won’t want to miss this event to honor our heroes!   
     The event will be held Saturday, October 3, 2020, at the South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance located 
at 1600 W Russell St; Sioux Falls.  Tickets go on sale July 15th. 
     The Beverly Belles' “Victory Showtime” concert will feature popular tunes from the 1930s, 1940s and 
1950s in the tradition of the Andrews Sisters, with voices and harmonies, choreography and banter.   
     Sponsors for the event include: South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance,  CorTrust Bank, and the Sioux 
Falls Sheraton. 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit www.midwesthonorflight.org/dance for tickets or additional information.  You can also contact their 
hotline at (605)215-1319, ext 8 to reserve a ticket ($30 in advance, $40 at the door).  

2020 hangar dance to 

support Midwest honor 

flight 

http://www.midwesthonorflight.org/dance
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     Check out the Keloland link below for an up-
date to the construction on the new South Dako-
ta State Veterans Cemetery in Sioux Falls:   
https://www.keloland.com/news/eye-on-keloland/state-

veterans-cemetery-in-sioux-falls-making-progress/.   
      

Update on state veterans 

cemetery 

https://www.keloland.com/news/eye-on-keloland/state-veterans-cemetery-in-sioux-falls-making-progress/
https://www.keloland.com/news/eye-on-keloland/state-veterans-cemetery-in-sioux-falls-making-progress/
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Jul 6—Black Hills National Cemetery Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Jul 10—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Bldg. 145—Room 108—Fort Meade VAMC—10:00 am (MT) 
Jul 22– SD Veterans Council—Military Alliance Building—1600 W. Russell Street—Sioux Falls—9:00 am (CT) 
Aug 24-27—SDDVA Annual Benefit School—Ramkota Conference Center—Pierre 
Sep 3—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair 
Sep 3-7—SD State Fair 
Sep 11—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—VFW Post 1273—Rapid City—10:00 am (MT) 
Nov 13—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Domiciliary Auditorium—Hot Springs VAMC—10:00 am (MT) 
Dec 1—Governor’s State of the Budget Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 12—Governor’s State of the State Address—1:00 pm (CT) 
Jan 13—SDDVA/SD Veterans Council Legislative Reception 
 
 
 
 
 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
 

 

Upcoming events 

http://mva.sd.gov/
mailto:audry.ricketts@state.sd.us

